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A Tragical Romance

A Tragical Romance is an evocative exhibition exploring the transcendent
potential of the human body through the works of artists Leah Clements,
Rebecca Jagoe, Korallia Stergides and Marianne Vlaschits. Moving beyond
the conventional boundaries of human form, these artists delve into non-
human connections, embracing the natural and supernatural realms to
create a narrative of unity and interconnectedness.

The exhibition challenges the able-bodied perspective, highlighting how
desire, love, and intimacy can foster new forms of crip embodiment. The
works presented in A Tragical Romance engage with elements such as
water, rocks, ghosts, and animals, inviting viewers to consider an over-
identification with the external world. This shift is articulated through
various mediums, including photography, sculpture, painting and
performance, with text serving as a central axis for this exploration.

The artworks reflect a profound sentimentality, addressing the fantasy of
crossing the human/non-human divide and the grim reality of our toxic
relationship with nature in the face of climate destruction. This exhibition
draws parallels with the Romantic era, known for its intense emotions and
fascination with the sublime. Like the Romantics, these contemporary
works navigate the interplay between beauty and darkness, exploring
themes of sorrow, loss, and the fragility of life. In doing so, they offer a
contemplative reflection on mortality, particularly through the lens of
illness and disability.
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