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Extraneous

The extraneous domestic gesture of placing a pot of drinking water on the 
street outside for the stray passer-by creates a small space, the tiniest 
space of reprieve, a narrow opening for the not-quite encounter. The in-
vited artists make work at the edges of legality, entering directly within 
international law and its processes, dissect genocide; and expose the ab-
surdities of the state, fixed identities, and borders.

The artisanal water pumps in refugee-camp courtyards, the fountain in 
the window-shattered piazza, the matka at the doorstep are extraneous. 
They fuse with the possibility of extraterritoriality, exceeding national 
ideas of jurisdiction, sovereignty and constitutionally given identities, and 
monumentality. Their extraneousness make them sites of meeting, capa-
ble of encounter, capable of reimagining affiliation, the polis, citizenship, 
refuge.

Can territory be exceeded? How to be out of territory? What extraneous 
space is opened by the extraterritorial or the unidentified? Can a failed fo-
rensic identifier open space for abstract, infinite possibilities of identifi-
cation against identity politics, and constitutional, nationally-sanctioned 
communities and borders?
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